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- Gov. Ron DeSantis Is Remaking
Florida's Supreme Court: New Justice
Picked

The appointment means that five of the Florida Supreme Court's seven
sitting justices are now DeSantis appointees.

May 23, 2023 at 02:59 PM

Judge Meredith L. Sasso, Florida ® 5 minute read

Supreme Court. Courtesy photo

m Lisa Willis [Z]

What You Need to Know

e Sasso is the fourth woman and fourth Hispanic justice to be appointed
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Sasso, a Cuban-American, is the fourth woman and fourth Hispanic
justice DeSantis has appointed to the state Supreme Court since he
was elected governor in 2019. She also is the seventh woman to
serve on the Florida Supreme Court.

For the first time in Florida history, three women will sit on the state
Supreme Court.

The appointment means that five of the Supreme Court’s seven
justices are now DeSantis appointees.

‘Fidelity to the Constitution’

“I am proud to appoint Judge Meredith e
Sasso to the Florida Supreme Court,
because her fidelity to the Constitution

will help preserve freedom in our state

for generations to come,” DeSantis said.
“As a Cuban-American woman who
understands the importance of our
constitutional system and the rule of law,

Meredith Sasso to the Florida
Sasso will replace Justice Ricky Polston, Supreme Court on May 23, 2023.

who resigned in March. Courtesy of the Office of the

Governor
“l am incredibly honored that Governor

Ron DeSantis is entrusting me with this position,” Sasso said. “The
judiciary plays a critical and unique role in our constitutional
government, and | am resolutely committed to upholding the rule of
law for as long as | am privileged to serve.”

‘Ricky Polston is a Good Man’:
Florida Supreme Court Justice
Hangs up his Black Robe
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as the president of FAWL  \jrachek, Fitzgerald,
when, for the first time in

Judge Sasso will serve our state well.” oy Ron DeSantis appointed Judge

Gov. Ron DeSantis Is Remaking Florida's Supreme Court: New Justice Picked | Daily Business Review

with Dance Studio and
Cathedral Views

INTERNATIONAL EDITION

A Mayer Brown Divorce in
Greater China: Who Wantg
More?

INTERNATIONAL EDITION

LAW.COM PRO

People, Places & Profits, P
III: Are Law Firm Financia
Metrics Keeping Pace Witl
Inflationary Growth?

People, Places & Profits, P
A Look at the Geographic
Destinations of the Am La

Breaking Down the Impac
on Big Law Economics

FEATURED FIRMS

Law Offices of Gary Mart
Hays & Associates P.C.
(470) 294-1674

Law Offices of Mark E.
Salomone
(857) 444-6468

Smith & Hassler
(713) 739-1250

217


https://archive.ph/o/Acxih/https://www.event.law.com/corpcounsel-WIPL-Awards
https://archive.ph/o/Acxih/https://www.event.law.com/corpcounsel-WIPL-Awards
https://archive.ph/o/Acxih/https://www.event.law.com/corpcounsel-WIPL-Awards
https://archive.ph/o/Acxih/https://www.event.law.com/corpcounsel-WIPL-Awards
https://archive.ph/o/Acxih/https://www.event.law.com/corpcounsel-WIPL-Awards
https://archive.ph/o/Acxih/https://www.event.law.com/corpcounsel-WIPL-Awards
https://archive.ph/o/Acxih/https://www.law.com/dailybusinessreview/2023/03/21/ricky-polston-is-a-good-man-florida-supreme-court-justice-hangs-up-his-black-robe/
https://archive.ph/o/Acxih/https://www.law.com/dailybusinessreview/2023/03/21/ricky-polston-is-a-good-man-florida-supreme-court-justice-hangs-up-his-black-robe/
https://archive.ph/o/Acxih/https://www.law.com/dailybusinessreview/2023/03/21/ricky-polston-is-a-good-man-florida-supreme-court-justice-hangs-up-his-black-robe/
https://archive.ph/o/Acxih/https://www.law.com/international-edition/2024/05/01/office-tour-goodwins-enters-fresh-london-digs-complete-with-dance-studio-and/
https://archive.ph/o/Acxih/https://www.law.com/international-edition/2024/05/01/office-tour-goodwins-enters-fresh-london-digs-complete-with-dance-studio-and/
https://archive.ph/o/Acxih/https://www.law.com/international-edition/
https://archive.ph/o/Acxih/https://www.law.com/international-edition/2024/05/02/a-mayer-brown-divorce-in-greater-china-who-wanted-it-more/
https://archive.ph/o/Acxih/https://www.law.com/international-edition/2024/05/02/a-mayer-brown-divorce-in-greater-china-who-wanted-it-more/
https://archive.ph/o/Acxih/https://www.law.com/international-edition/2024/05/02/a-mayer-brown-divorce-in-greater-china-who-wanted-it-more/
https://archive.ph/o/Acxih/https://www.law.com/international-edition/
https://archive.ph/o/Acxih/https://www.law.com/pro
https://archive.ph/o/Acxih/https://www.law.com/pro
https://archive.ph/o/Acxih/https://www.law.com/pro//2024/01/05/people-places-profits-part-iii-are-law-firm-financial-metrics-keeping-pace-with-inflationary-growth/
https://archive.ph/o/Acxih/https://www.law.com/pro//2024/01/05/people-places-profits-part-iii-are-law-firm-financial-metrics-keeping-pace-with-inflationary-growth/
https://archive.ph/o/Acxih/https://www.law.com/pro//2024/01/05/people-places-profits-part-iii-are-law-firm-financial-metrics-keeping-pace-with-inflationary-growth/
https://archive.ph/o/Acxih/https://www.law.com/pro//2024/01/05/people-places-profits-part-iii-are-law-firm-financial-metrics-keeping-pace-with-inflationary-growth/
https://archive.ph/o/Acxih/https://www.law.com/pro//2023/10/04/people-places-profits-part-ii-a-look-at-the-geographic-destinations-of-the-am-law-200/
https://archive.ph/o/Acxih/https://www.law.com/pro//2023/10/04/people-places-profits-part-ii-a-look-at-the-geographic-destinations-of-the-am-law-200/
https://archive.ph/o/Acxih/https://www.law.com/pro//2023/10/04/people-places-profits-part-ii-a-look-at-the-geographic-destinations-of-the-am-law-200/
https://archive.ph/o/Acxih/https://www.law.com/pro//2024/04/19/breaking-down-the-impact-of-ai-on-big-law-economics/
https://archive.ph/o/Acxih/https://www.law.com/pro//2024/04/19/breaking-down-the-impact-of-ai-on-big-law-economics/

2/5/25, 2:46 PM Gov. Ron DeSantis Is Remaking Florida's Supreme Court: New Justice Picked | Daily Business Review

Florida history, three Rose, Konopka, Thomas

Get More Information [3] & Weiss. Courtesy photo

women will be serving on
the highest court in the
state,” said the appellate attorney with Mrachek, Fitzgerald, Rose,
Konopka, Thomas & Weiss in West Palm Beach. "FAWL hopes to
see even more progress and more appointments of qualified
women to the bench at all levels of the judiciary, the legal
profession, and in their communities.”

Giselle Gutierrez, shareholder at Stearns Weaver Miller Weissler
Alhadeff & Sitterson in Miami and president of the Cuban American
Bar Association says the association is proud of the newly
appointed Florida Supreme Court Justice.

“Judge Sasso is highly qualified and will be a
great asset to the Florida Supreme Court and
the State of Florida,” Gutierrez said. “Her
appointment is a significant step forward for
diversity in the judiciary.”

Gutierrez notes that not only is Sasso Cuban-
American, but she is making history as one of
three women serving simultaneously on the

Florida Supreme Court for the first time in the

court’s existence.

Giselle Gutierrez,
shareholder Stearns Weaver
MillerWeissler Alhadeff &
Sitterson in Miami

“Judge Sasso’s appointment also marks a
momentous occasion where four of the seven
justices currently serving are of Hispanic
heritage,” Gutierrez said. “As one of the largest bar associations in
Florida, CABA is committed to increasing diversity in the legal
profession and ensuring that all Floridians have access to justice.
We look forward to working with the new Justice to uphold the rule
of law and protect the rights of all Floridians.”

‘Work Ethic, Keen Intellect’

Judge John Stargel, a jurist who has worked side by side with Sasso
since January on Florida’s Sixth District Court of Appeal, said the
appointment was no surprise.

“Her work ethic, keen intellect and leadership characteristics will
make her a valuable member of this state’s highest court for many
years to come,” Stargel said. “I| am grateful for her friendship and for
her time serving as the initial chief judge of the Sixth District Court
of Appeal, as we worked to get this new court up and running.”

Sasso also served on the Fifth District Court of Appeal, after an
appointment from Gov. Rick Scott.
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The judge received her undergraduate

degree from the University of Florida in 2005

and her law degree from the University of

Florida in 2008, where she was a member of

the Justice Campbell Thornal Moot Court

Board.

She began her career in private practice,
representing clients in large loss general
liability, auto negligence, and complex

commercial claims in state and federal courts

Judge John K. Stargel of Sixth
District Court of Appeal. at trial and on appeal.
Courtesy photo

Sasso also served as a guardian ad litem,
representing abused or neglected children.

Prior to serving on the court, Sasso was chief deputy general
counsel for Scott. In this role, she represented the Governor’s Office
in litigation before the Florida Supreme Court, the First District Court
of Appeal, and state and federal trial courts, among other duties.

In January 2019, she rose to the Fifth District Court of Appeal.

Sasso was raised in Tallahassee, Florida, and is married with two
children. She is as an appointed member of the Florida Bar
Appellate Court Rules Committee. She is also a member of the
American Enterprise Institute Leadership Network and the
Federalist Society.

According to the Sixth DCA website, Sasso also led the effort to
implement the new law that created the Sixth DCA. She was
charged with managing myriad operational and fiscal components
necessary to activate and maintain a district court of appeal,
including recruiting and hiring employees, overseeing judicial and
case management, and the assessment and implementation of
technology requirements.
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